First Choice of the US. Cyehing Team 


\ POWER BAR: 
We \ New design gets 
x more power to 
N the pedal and 
\ rear wheel. 


POWER STEM: 
33% more 
gripping area 
than current 
pillow block 
stem. 


FORK: 
New beefed up 
Ve" fork. 


a ¢ FRAME: & 
¢ New larger —~ iS 
downtube for a gy 


a 4 ) . more rigid frame. ee : NY 


% PRO DISC: 
The most used 
type of sprocket 
on tracks today. 


That feeling. Awesome power. The all new Pro Thunder™ Power System, from Huffy. The minute you grab 
the Power Bar, you've got Pro Thunder muscle. Cranked to the limit. There's no touching you now. 


The awesome strength from the Competition Certified™ monster frame and fork. The biting power from 
the teeth of the two-piece Pro Disc sprocket. 
There's no stopping the new Pro Thunder. From Huffy, America’s largest selling brand. 


What's stopping you? 


HUFFY. 


America’s First Choice 
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“WHAT Z SAY IS, IF YOU CAN'T ¥ 
STAND THE CLLZ KEEP OUT 
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\\) SS 
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IFITS ALL THE SAME TO. ex, I 11S THAT ALL RIGHT? 
THINK I'D PREFER A GUIDED TOUR Fi ~e 


ABRASIVE. DOESN'T HE 
GET ON YOUR WARES? 


WELL, HE'S. NOT $0 BAD. Ne 
HE JUST GETS CEALOLS 
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Did you say ... 


Yes, money, prizes and the opportunity to 
start a business of your very own awaits 
you! Sell GRIT and join the thousands of 
other boys and girls who already eam 
their own spending money. 


{00s Fil Out and Mail Thus Coupon In An Envelope Today =++=+ RY WILL 


: GRIT PUBLISHING CO., Williamsport, PA 17701 : Assist YOU IN 

5 Please send me all the details and...............00.+ copies g EVERY WAY IN 

: Each week to start my own GRIT route. 14: THIS HAPPY 

= (PRINT) NC1 * 

: 2 REWARDING 

: : ADVENTURE 

+ In Care of .... : 

: : For more details, mail 
: Address ... i attached 

. + TODAY! HURRY! 

: Month Day Yeor ‘ 

* O Male Please Print Your Last Namie Plainly Below * Cr eeisee SAmLG WEWEEAPER 
> O Female + Papers sent only ia the Continental U.5. 


nature of Parent State fou requires neusboys and girts to be 10 years 
Ri sebetteg 3 ot older, 12 years or older in the states of AL. DE. 
: nae th ee Nese tant cag eeseosiscontio ss ay Stabs Se a) AME Pk Hoe 
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, WOMAN WHO KEPT THE 
i. OCEAN INA BOTTLE, 


AHHH! NOW, \ YOU'RE NOT AN CORZWARY 
THATS THE , WOMAN, YOU KNOW, SOME 
STRANGE STORIES HAVE 
INTRUDED UPON YOUR 
LIFE LATELY... 


LIKE A BRACELET. 
IT'S REALLY A 


ES 
EVERYTHING THAT'S 
HAPPENED To ME HAS 


WAS JUST A 
FIGURE OF SPEECH. 

DON'T TAKE OFFENSE. 
YOU SEE, INA 


.cTHEY'VE ALL HAPPENED BERE es é 3 gem ea 


1 
IN SIMILAR eae 4 = = STORIES. 


“THE MOON IS RISING NOW, CLAWING ITS WAY | 
; ‘INTO THE SKY-- A GLOWING, AMBER EYE THAT | 
D_IT CASTS ITS DISDAINFUL GAZE ON THE MURKY 
CARES FOR ME IN OOZE BELOW-- THE SWAMP THAT IS 
ING ME-- NaRRIGING ME, HOLDING ME Le : MY HOME... 
CLOSE WITHIN ITS de ~~ we . 
VELVET EMBRACE... : : ‘ 


“MOVE SLOWLY Big roe THE MOSS- DRAPED MIRE --TREADING A PATH Ua! IS WORN : 
SMOOTH FROM ONSTANT PASSING --ON BEYOND THE SRV ONE AND THE DA' 
TWISTING: TENDRILS ig My INEVITABLE DESTINATION... ; 


Ts HE EDGE OF 
THE SWAMP--AND 
THE MIST- WET OLD 
MANSION THAT 
RISES LIKE AN AGING 
APPARITION INTO A 
COLD EXPANSE OF 
SKY--A STATELY 
SANCTUARY FULL OF 
BRIGHT LIGHTS AND 
PROMISES -- AND 
MEMORIES THAT 
BRING ONLY PAIN... 


STORY: LEN WEIN 
ART: BERNI WRIGHTSON 


I HAve stoop WATCHING THAT OLD GRAY EDIFICE FOR eee he LONELY NIGHTS = Aged 


ING ENDLESSLY OF 


E SOFT 


GOLDEN LADY _wi 


I WANT TO ALL -- DREAM TH 
LIVES WITHIN-- KNOWING I CAN NEVER HAVE HER -- WONDERING WHAT SHE'S 


DOING A/OW... 


You SMILE BECAUSE HE 
EXPECTS YOU TO-- BUT IN 
THe SHADOWED CORRIDORS 
OF YOUR HEART THERE 
1S none. for THERE 
NEVER CAN BE 


A TOAST, MY 
DARLING --TO US/ 
TODAY 1S S/X 
MONTHS SINCE 
. WE WERE WEDS 4 


Your NAME 1s LIWDA 
OLSEN RIDGE --AND 
YOUR MIND IS A 


YOUR 
ALONG A SURGING 


STREAM OF CONSCIOUS- 


YOU'RE THINKING 
ABOUT ALEX 
AGAIN, AREN'T 
YOU, DARLING ? 
IL CAN SEE IT 
IN YOUR FYES! 


I'M SORRY, 
DAMIAN -- IT'S 
JUST THAT HE'S 
STILL GO REAL 

TO ME/ 


LINDA, ALEX + 


Y OLSEN’ 1S DEAD 


*-AND YOU ARE | 
MY WIFE NOW/ 
y EVENTUALLY, YOU 
WILL HAVE TOREAL- 
/ZE THAT FACTS 
ALEX 1S GONE, 


DARLING --THERE {tS 
DO 


NeveER-- FOR TO 
FORGET ALEX OLSEN 
1S TO DENY A PART 
OF YOURSELF --A 
GOOD PART-- FILLED 
WITH HAPPY SUMMER 
DAYS AND STAR- 
DAPPLED NIGHTS -- 
MIST COVERS YOUR 
EYES--AND MEMORIES 
FALL WITH THE 


CONTINUED ON 242 PAGE FOLLOWING. 


ofits a small purse. «Sheer 
go, always. Send just $3.79 

Pandiing to: Deer Creek 

P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, forcast te 

deliver fast! Money-back guarantee af satistaction, 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send 75¢ to: 
CENTORCOMICS 


122 E. 42 St.eNew York, NY 10168 
A division of Contormedia I 


BUILD POWERFUL MUSCLE! 
Develop Strong Arms, Mighty Cheat 
Shoulders, Explosive Power! Quick Wiaccore 
Guaranteed! Sed Builders Guidebook - Say 
$4.00} Send to; NOVA, Box 190E, Horace, N! 


per begs 
include 25¢ for catalog 
EMPIRE COMICS 

572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616 


KNUCKLE BUCKLE. . GREAT GIFT! 
Punkie, Funkie, Functional! The 
most novel buckle ever made - 
POW! Expertly hand cast metal. 
BRASS PLATED! Fits all standard 
belts. Novelty pur, 
intended for other uses. » 
post. and handi. 2 for *10 postpaid 
STONMESALES Money Beck Guarantee 
Dept. DC P.O BOX 208 © CHICAGO. IL 60635 


“Thousands & thousands of DC’s, Marvels, 
and Golden Age/Silver Age Comics. For a 
catalog send in coin or stamps to Harold 
Starbuck 12263 Stuebner Airline Suite #110, 
Houston, Tx 77067 (713) 893-7242 


100 Fine to Mint Comic Books for 
The books you will get are DC, MAI 
some from other too but 90% of them 
will be OC & MARVEL so send now to: K&R 
comics 1388 Thomas PL Dubuque, !A. 52001 


© TRICKS OF KUNG-FU! 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 
+ CERTIFICATE AWARDED ~ 
HOME STUDY COURSE 
FREE Color Brochure-Send 26¢ 
KARATE SCHOOL 
BOX 2127 DEPT. 011 
J. 0771 


eset 


Groups from 1935-1 
James Bond, Cc. 

Mags, Dark Shadow: V. 

Disney, Movie items, etc. From 1000 
We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 


HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
Rosedale, QNS. 


NEW 60¢ COMICS: ONLY 39¢ 


AN INCREDIBLE 35% DISCOUNT 
30% OFF ALL OTHER COMICS 


_FREE: EACH COMIC IN IT’S OWN PLASTIC BAG! 
came ALL MARVELS, DC'S & DIRECT ONLY TITLES 


© FREE: MARVEL AGE, DC RELEASES & OUR NEWSLETTER 
ONLY $10.00 PER MONTH MINIMUM 
iLY SPECIAL HEAVY DUTY SHIPPING BOXES ARE USED 
© COMPUTERIZED ACCURACY: SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


ABSOLUTELY FREE ORDERING KIT: 
Suir RIVERSIDE onve JUST PRINT YOUR NAME & ADDRE: 
NEW YORK, N,¥. 10031 ON A POST CARD 


CAMO CLOTHING — KIDS — even sizes 2-4- 
6-8-10-12-14-16-18 — reg, & slim: 4-pkt pants — 
14.99; G-pkt pants — 21.99; 2-pkt shirts — 
14.99, 4-pkt shirts — 21.99; T-shirts — 7.99; 
fatigue caps — XS, S, M, 

headband — 2,99; adj. 

Special Forces — 3,99; Parachutist — 3.99, 
USMC - small — 3,90; USMC - largo — 4.99; 
MANY MORE ITEMS!! For complete listing 
send $1 (refunded on 1st order), your name 
and address. WE PAY ALL SHIPPINGCHARGES!! 
A-COMPANY, Box 2123, Fi (a0 87401. 


COMIC BOOKS LIST JUST 50¢! Comic bags 
$3.00 per 100! Comic Price Guide-New! $7. 
end ioies ease add $1.50 for postage, Phone 
518-439-0963 or write: John S. lavarone, 44 
Jefferson Road, Glenmont, NY 12077 


. and ONLY space toys. Robots, reyguns, spece- 
‘tips, action figures. Hard to find imports and cat- 
lectebles, “Ms to present. Send $3.00 (refundable 
with Ist order) for 24 page ilustrated cataleg. 


ROCKETSHIPS & ACCESSORIES 
Dept. 0 23S. Fourth St. Priadeiphin, Pa. 18147 


CONAN THE BARBARIAN 
Studio Props, Collectibles, Souvenirs. 
Brochure $1 (refundable) Studio 
5654 Cahuenga bose N Hollywood 


MISSED AN ISSUE??? 
We probably have it along with 


Flys up to 200 Ft. High. Build for pennies, 
Send $3.00 for complete plans. 
SSORG DEPARTMENT D, P.O, Box 22231 


100,000 more from ne a. 
one YOUR ne and 
rose lo: DAV! ef S Yootites 
moor AES “CHOPT ROAD 
ICHMOND, vn 23226 
04) 282-12 


LAKE BUENA VISTA, FLORIDA 32830 


GOLDEN STATE COMICS 
Send 25¢ for comics selling list 
and FREE protective comic bag. 
4688 Boundary, San Diego; CA 92116 
Or visit-our store: 


389 Portage ‘Ave; Winnipeg, Manitoba; 


GIANT OVERSTOCK SALES! 


2 IM MOST MARVELS WITH AUG.& NOV./1984 COVER 
DATES! WE HAVE 10 TO 100 EACH.OF ALLIT {WE ARE CLEARING OUT 250,000 COMICST) 
SEND 60€ EA FOR:(ADMARVEL,(B)0C,(C)MISC. COMICS CATALOGUES! ALL PRICES ARE PER 


issuet “e ACCEPT VISA & fins TEREARD Hii Rie COLLECT CALLS & NO COD's ACCEPTED 
ARE Vi TTER isNM/M; B06 OF PRE~1980 = FINE OR BETTER) 

LY (CANA, POSTAL $2. R 

TiCtMAbSd SSrseFessessiee eeee 

OF NEW ISSUES! 


00 (] 
SROVENTUREN G31 438 67-490; 
= 3 ;ARAKS 
rr FAMILY#1-16, et 
244-270; BLACK 


GREAT VALUES! 


6, 438-442,444~ 
ALL STAR(OLO 


7a JARAT ; BATMANS 

cRSPTOMETBATTLE CLASSI 
BLITZKRIEG# ! 
+20; CAUeT=12 
OC SUPERSTAR 


STCS# RESTORM(1982)6 
SUPERHERO SPEC FLASH#253-274,27 
=4,11,135;FROM IND_UNKNOWN# 17-25; 4-S 
COMBAT#1I0-254;GREEN ARRO 
145-149, 151-159, Tez- Fe) sGREEM, LANTERN CORPS = A 
#205-220,222, 
1-7, gouait HEX, 


CIA 
FREEDOM FignTeRSs 
41-95 GHOSTS#17- UNE SPECHT GHOST 


HAZAW# 2-53; SHAD! 
TALKER(WOOD/D1TKO) 6 


~286,2' 
2-299, 301-310; 
{ST ALTERNATE sare 
10,00 


"i AQUAMAN#57-6: 
Pescicign Loe 
9123-16. 9114-13 
2=20,ANNO1; PHANTOM STRANG| 
36; SUPERROY/LEGIONG211-258 , 


SwWO) Dp’ OF ATO VTALES OF T. ut 


516 Tan 808 L R 
MR aa 2°8)N GODS#2~-9; sanntee DUSK: 
ott 1-5,6,8,9, 11,511 STRANGE ADV#164=20 
Ne 


WHAT 1S A MEMORY? IT 1S A FLEETING FANTASY A HOLLOW RAIN HAS BEGUN TO FALL 
FAR TOO PAINFUL TO LONG REMAIN--THAT CARRIES. -- AS COLD AND EMPTY AS THE 
YOU BACK THROUGH THE PORTAL OF THE PAST TO ACHING DEEP WITHIN ME -- I CAN 
THE HARSH REALITY OF WOW, BEAR IT NO LONGER -- THE GRIM, 
: icici ee GRAY MANOR STANDS STARK 

\\ 3 aN : REAINST THE NIGHT, MOCKING 

LINDA, YOU \ . ME-- L BEGIN TO MOVE... 
HAVEN'T HEARD JA < 

A WORD I'VE . 


IM SORRY, 
DARLING--MY M/ND 
WAS WANDERING- 

FORGIVE ME! 


"THE NIGHT HAS 
GROWN COLDER 
NOW-- YOU 
CAN FEEL iT 
CROUCHED IN THE 
DARKNESS--was7- J 
ING FOR YOU... 


You Look INTO youR 
HUSBAND'S EYES-- AND 
YOU SEE ONLY SHADOWS-- 
DARK, VEILED THINGS THAT 

WHISPER TO THE 
SURFACE --AND QUICKLY 
FADE AWAY --AND YOU 
WONDER WHAT IS GOING 
THROUGH HIS MIND... 


ib SWEET LINDA: 
PY HOW TRULY LOVELY 
| YOU REALLY ARE! . 


1S SOMETHING 
WRONG, LINDA? YOU 
DONIT SEEM WELL! 


ONLY THE 
y CHILL NIGHT 
AIR, DARLING-- 


: IT WILL PASS! 
oe 


“TT NEVER REALLY FORGAVE ALEX FOR MARRYING 
YOU WHEN HE KNEW HOW MUCH Z LOVED YOU-- 
YOU'LL NEVER KNOW. HOW HARD IT WAS FOR ME 
TO KEEP UP THE FACADE OF THE 'F7ERNAL FRIENZ!..” 


"JO SEE YOU EVERY DAY--SO 
CLOSE AND YET 50 IMPOSSIBLY 
DISTANT-- NEVER. TO KNOW YOUR 
TOUCH OR THE FRAGRANCE OF 
YOUR HAIR--1T WAS MORE 


THAN I COULD BEAR...” 


"You'LL NEVER KNOW THAT ALEX 


WASN'T KILLED IN THE EXPLOSION 
THAT I. CARRIED HiS BATTERED AND 
BLOODY FORM OUT INTO THE FETID 
INTERIOR OF THE SWAMP BEYOND-- 


AND BURIED IT THERE...” 


FORGIVE ME 
DARLING --BUT THE 
CHILL HAS GROWN 

WORSE! PERHAPS 

I OUGHT TO RETIRE 

TO MY ROOM! 


"IT was Z WHO ARRANGED THE 
EXPLOSION-- ALONE AT NIGHT IN 
ALEX'S DARKENED LABORATORY: - 


7 QUIETLY ALTERING THE VITAL COM- 
A TO RID MYSELF OF THE 
OnLy OBSTACLE IN MY WAY- -MY BEST FRIEND.” 


I WAS EVERY BIT THE BEREAVED 
FRIEND AT THE FUNERAL~--ALWAYS THE 
COMFORTING SHOULDER- -THE TENDER |, 
WORD--iT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF 
TIME UNTIL YOU TURNED TO ME 

FOR COMFORT--OUR MARRIAGE 
WAS /NEVITABLE! 


You WALK QUIETLY DOWN 
THE CORRIDOR TO THE 
SHELTER OF YOUR ROOM-- 
AND YOU CAN FEEL DAMIAN'S 
GAZE FOLLOWING YOU~- 
SEARING TREMORS INTO 
THE SMALL OF YOUR BACK. 


SHE CAN'T BEAR MY 
TOUCH ANYMORE-~ 
THAT'S THE F/RST : 
SIGN/ ALL THE Z/77LE ¢ 
SCRAPS OF INFORMA- Ags 
TION SHE'S BEEN a 
GATHERING ARE 
COMING TOGETHER 

AT LAST! 


MY HEART BEATS SOFTLY 
ONCE AGAIN --FOR THE 
SPARKLE IN HER EYES FILLS 
MY SOUL WITH A JOY I 
CANNOT DESERVE --LINDA -- 
HER NAME RINGS LIKE FINE 
CRYSTAL -- HER HAIR SHINES 
LIKE GOLD... 


IT'S ONLY A MATTER OF 
TIME BEFORE SHE REALIZES 
THAT Z KILLED ALEX--AND 
THAT WILL MEAN MY Evo! 
HOWEVER MUCH I CARE 
FOR LINDA, MY OWW NECK 
COMES FIRST... £/NDA 
MUST OIE! 


A LITTLE 
BETTER, L SUPPOSE, 
DAMIAN... 


IT REALLY IS 
NOTHING/ 


. BUT DON'T 
WORRY YOURSELF-- 


THE CANDLES THAT LIGHT 
YOUR ROOM PROVIDE THE 
ONLY REAL WARMTH YOU'VE 
FELT THIS NIGHT--BUT EVEN 
THROUGH THAT MELLOW 
GLOW, THE CHILL RETURNS 
ONCE MOR 


see 


DAMIAN IS HALF-WAY 
ACROSS THE HOUSE,.. 
WHY CAN'T I SHAKE 
THE FEELING THAT 
SOMEONE 1S 
WATCHING ME? 


— 


COME -- I'LL 


MASSAGE YOUR ) 
NECK -- 7HAT SHOULD 
WORK OUT THE 
CHILLS 


I WATCH AMA RIDGE WALK SOFTL ny Acros 


THE POI 


HIS HAND 
A HY. 


te phd tithe —_- f 


HE STANDS SILENTLY BEHIND HER, THE NEEDLE POISED TO STRIKE -- TO END THE LIFE 
OF THE ONLY THING IN THIS WORLD THAT MAKES MY EXISTENCE BEARABLE-- THE 
ONLY REASON I LIVE -- FURY FILLS THE SPACES BEHIND MY EYES--AND I WALK 


INTO THE ROOM... 


WITH A SPEED I HAVE 
NEVER KNOWN BEFORE, 
I MOVE. THE FETID 
BULK THAT IS MY BODY 
ACROSS THE SPAN 
OF FEET-- AND THE 
CLAW THAT IS MY 
HAND CLOSES UPON 
DAMIAN'S WRIST -- 
CRUSHING IT... 


GET AWay-- 


SLOWLY--CERTAINLY-- L 
FORCE THE LIFE FROM 
DAMIAN'S BLACK-HEARTED 
BODY--A LIFE HE DOES 
NOT DESERVE ... 


FOR SEVERAL SHORT MINUTES, 
DAMIAN RIDGE STRUGGLES 
FOR HIS UNWORTHY LIFE -- 
TEARING, CLAWING, RIPPING 


| DECAYING SHREDS FROM 


WHAT ONCE ‘HAD BEEN MY 
FLESH-- UNTIL, AT LAST, HE 
LIES STILL-- FOREVER... 


a. 


+. AND MY BRIGHT, GOLDEN 
LADY. STANDS SCREAMING 
BEHIND ME... 


“THE LOATHSOME MONSTROSITY TURNS FROM 
THE BODY OF YOUR HUSBAND AND REACHES 
FOR YOU WITH ARMS DRIPPING FILTH--FEAR 
WELLS UP WITHIN YOU LIKE A FLOOD-- AND 
THE SOUND OF YOUR OWN SCREAMING RINGS 
IN YOUR EARS... 


STAY AWAY... 
EEEYy AAA! 


“THE TORTURED, 
SHATTERED LOOK 
IN HER ONCE ~ 
SPARKLING EYES 

iS MORE THAN I 
CAN ENDURE -- I 
TURN MY FACE AWAY 
FROM HER-- AND I 


START TO GO HOME... 
hace <4 9 


I STRETCH OUT MY ARMS TO HER--TO 
CALM HER--TO COMFORT HER--I OPEN 
MY MOUTH TO TELL HER HOW MUCH I 
CARE -- BUT WHAT ONCE HAD BEEN MY 
VOCAL CORDS HAVE BEEN SILENT TOO 
LONG -- L CANNOT MAKE A SOUND. 


--IF TEARS COULD COME -- 
THEY WOULD! 


ALEC HOLLAND 
WAS NOP THELIST 
THING 70 WALK 

THE swaAMps! 


NOW AARG/ME Me, BUT \ AREY? BUT 
IF THE WARNING (6 1 | HWY? T 
DON'T UNDER: 


THERE ARE NO 
ACCIDENTS, SOUR TIMES 
ARE RETIRING TO YOUR 
WORLD, AND YOUR WORLD 

HAS AGAIN SHAPED A 
PROTECTAR YO STAND 
AGAINST THEM, 


THEN, WHEN THE 7ABLE 
STARTS, IT WILL HELP HiM 


MY BROTHERS IE T 

CAN 6NEAK You OUT 
BEFORE HE THINKS 10 
CHECK ON OUR WHERE- 


ABOUTS, EVERYTHING ‘ oi 
WILL BE At, RUSAT,.. IT ISA’T MucH, BUT IT'S 


PLEASE, T VV 
REALLY CAN'T 


IF SHE WANTED SOMETHING 
SHE COULD SHARE WITH 
WZ, CUHERS, SHE SHOULD HAVE 
he 23 i CHOSEN A MYSTERY. 
WORLD IS IN DANGER. ‘ i — <= 


re 
IRR 
= x 


NO... I AM SIMPLY ASGUSTED, 

WE HAVE BEEN CHARGED, YOU 

AND T, WITH THE SAFEKEEPING 

OF THE SYQRIES. WHO GETTER? & 
WE WERE IN THE 4/857 STORY... 2 


@ WHEN THE WOMAN LEAVES HERE 
SHE WILL FORGET YOUR LITTLE 
YARN. IT WILL REMAIN SAFE IN 


Opened at last! 
The sealed book of 
Superman's past! 


A four part mini-series. 
DC Comics.Where Legends Live: 


TM& Copyright © 1984 DC Comics Inc 


CROSS SWORDS WITH CHAMPIONS! 
enter thelost worldoF S~—~ 


iC RIORD! 


te SS 
MAKE De COMICS’ 
VO U EPIC. FANTASY 
HEROES COME ALIVE 


COLLECT THEM ALL! 


4 x = iy . 
TM indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc.© 1982 - 1982 Remco Toys,Inc.New York, NY 10010 
AAA ALA 
AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING mcr t — |STORES 
THE SAVING PLACE 


AS FOR THAT FAT OAF, 
pS / DON'T WORRY ABOUT HIM, 
a HE’LL BE UP AND ABOUT 
— TOMORROW, BUMBLING 

AROUND JUST AS GOOD 


AT 
LEAST UNTIL 


IT'S ALL WE HAVE TO 
2 NOW THAT NOBODY 


WANTS TO HEAR THE 


STORIES ANYMORE. 


THE SAME FOR SOMETHING THAT 


ACT OVER : 1 
} YOU OID? IT ISN'T 
AND OVER , SHIR! 


AGAIN... 


A NEW CONCEPT IN ROLE PLAYING GAMES! 


SS for a catalogue write tc 
For ages 10 to adult. _ MAYFAIR GAMES 
All character names, renditions, associated slogans, and P.O. Box 598 
indicia are trademarks of DC Comics Inc. TM and | _ Chicago, 
Copyright © 1984 DC Comics Inc. All rights reserved. — 60680 


GUEST MEANWHILE 


Dear Dick (and the rest of DC fandom 
assembled), 

I should like to take this time for a 
guest Meanwhile... not a humorous 
one, not a cute one (like last month's 
F.M.M., which was very well 
deserved), but a serious one, dealing 
with DC’s direction. Now, since 1980, 
DC has been ona definite upswing, asI 
am sure you would agree. However, for 
a moment, I would like to dwell on the 
slightly further past, i.e. 1976. Now, we 
both know what happened atthe end of 
that landmark year: Jenette Kahn took 
the reigns from a fairly conservative 
Carmine Infantino (who, by the way, I 
always thought was an excellent 
publisher). Needless to say, I was upset 
to see Carmine leave, and ponderous 
about what exactly Jenette's arrival 
would mean. It meant dollar comics, 
which I originally opposed heavily. It 
meant some new talent, some of which 
were quite good, others of which I was 
quite critical. Eventually, it meant 
the folding of several of my favorite 
books, especially in 1978, the DC 
cutback period. Marvel remained 
unquestionably dominant in the 
industry. All in all, a bleak period in 
DC history, a period which has since 
come to be known as the DC implosion 
(after DC's self-styled DC explosion). 

Now, Dick, I have always been 
partial to DC, even when Marvel's 
comics were in my opinion better. I 
have been a collector for almost ten 
years (1975) and wield a powerful 
collection of almost five thousand, sol! 
am not about to stop buying these 
books, no matter what you print (Idon't 
believe in “outgrowing” comic books). 
However, as aconsumer, Ihave always 
been concerned in the entertainment 
aspect: was I getting what I paid for? 
Well, for about three years, I wasn'ttoo 
sure. Then, in 1980, something nice 
happened: their names are Thomas 
(who, as of late, has been overworked, 
although he probably loves it), 
Wolfman, and Wein. Suddenly, things 
started happening: THE NEW TEEN 
TITANS, Pérez, the return of ALL- 
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Saga of the Swamp Thing 33: Abby 
and Swamp Thing get married? 


STAR, etc. Add this to the talent 
already secured by DC (most notably, 
yourself and the illustrious Mr. 
Schwartz, both of whom I emulate), 
and you have the makings of areal up- 
and-coming (albeit forty-year-old) 
comics company. 

Which brings us to 1984/5. Where 
are we going? To be sure, we are 
expanding, which I love, but,are we 
improving? I can safely answer this 
with an unqualified yes. There were 
some growing pains, but Jenette is 
really doing beautiful things now. As 
are you. As, ifImaysay, amI. Yousee, I 
hope to be an editor myself. Not for just 
anyone, but for DC. You see, Dick, DC 
is going places, and I would like to 
grow with you all. And, I am going 
places, and would very much like the 
opportunity to take DC with meas well. 
I wish us both luck. 

Daniel E. Adlerman 
1056 Commonwealth Ave. #43 
Boston, MA 02115 

P.S. Regards to the entire staff, most 
of whom I've met several times, none of 
whom would remember me. YET! 


“JUST LIKE STARTING OVER” 
by 
Ken Jones 


Thate to mention it, guys, but you're 
fast approaching the same crossroads 
you reached when you created your 
“Silver Age” heroes and the myriad 
worlds concept (Earth I, Earth II, Earth 
Prime, etc.). As a longtime reader, Iam 
bothered by the fact that your 
characters are now past an age where 
it is believable for them to save the 
world on a daily basis.. If my memory 


O Batman and the Outsiders 18: The 
real origin of Metamorpho! 

Oi Green Lantern 185:Green Lantern’s 
showdown with Eclipso—plus the 
Predator returns! 

C Sgt. Rock 397: Rock dies three times 
and still lives! 

0 Legion of Super-Heroes 7: The lost 
Legionnaires must destroy a planet on 
their way home! 

0 Warlord 90: Morgan and Tara 
journey to the ruins of Shaban D’aba! 


serves me well, most of these guys have 
been around twenty-some years, and 
as I read most of your books I 
occasionally catch a scent of 
claustrophobia as your creators 
attempt to find a new twist in an 
overworked continuity. While I am 
sympathetic to some of the inherent 
problems in re-tooling the entire D.C. 
Universe, let me outline several of the 
key gains that could be accomplished 
from such a move. 

1. You could start out anew, only 
the name and basic concept need stay 
the same (for merchandising reasons). 
While Clark (Superman) Kent and 
Bruce (Batman) Wayne would have to 
remain basically the same characters, 
every other hero could have a new 
secret identity, new costume, and 
maybe even new powers. This could be 
an ideal chance to make the new Flash, 
for instance, a black, a Hispanic, or a 
woman. 

2. Think of the whole new 
continuities that could develop from 
such a move, new supporting 
characters, new villains, new home 
bases, a chance to make the story seem 
more firmly based in the 1980's. 

3. You could start all your 
magazines over again from number 
one. As a dedicated collector myself, I 
can tell you that this move alone would 
increase your revenues tenfold. Many 
of the fans who now avoid your books 
would be attracted by the idea of 
starting out on the ground floor with 
your new characters. 

Hopefully the wonderful characters 
who made the Silver Age what it was 
could maintain their own small cluster 
of magazines where we could checkin 
on our old friends from time to time, 
something along the lines of what Roy 
Thomas did for the Golden Age heroes 
of INFINITY, INC. and ALL-STAR 
SQUADRON would be just what the 
doctor ordered. 

You now stand at the crossroads. 
Either you must continue to force your 
characters to live in a never-never 
land where they are eternally youthful, 
or you can try my solution. Besides, the 
thought of Roy Thomas, Marv 
Wolfman, Len Wein, and your other 
talented creators designing a whole 
new line of characters to take up the 
mantle of your world-famous heroes’ 
names makes my pulse quicken. How 
about yours? Let's ask the fans and see 
what they think, 


Kenneth L. Jones 
1811 W. Neighbors, Apt. 4 
Anaheim, CA 92801 


O Infinity, Inc. 11: Don Newton begins 
penciling as the story takes a twist! 

0 New Talent Showcase 14: More of 

tomorrow’s talents today! 

O Blue Devil 9: Dan and the Trickster 
meet the master hit man! 

Conqueror of the Barren Earth 1: A 
four-issue mini-series from the pages 
of WARLORD! 

O Robotech Defenders 2: Giant robots 
help humans defend a world! 
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The “Rite of Spring,” one of the 
Strangest, yet most beautiful love 
Stories you're ever likely to read, was 
scheduled to appear this issue, but will 
not grace these pages for another 
month. Why, you ask? Well, it basically 
goes like this. After the entire SWAMP 
THING creative team met together for 
the first time in New York this past 
August, one nameless frenetic-lined 
penciller got a little too caught up in the 
excitement of it all (what with Alan 
flying over from England) and fell a bit 
behind schedule. That's not to say that 
the Swampy trio didn’t plot out the next 
year-and-a-halt of stories—an odyssey 
taking the Swamp Thing through the 
dark underside of America, culminating 
in a spectacular fiftieth anniversary 
issue. They did, and just wait until you 
see what's planned! In the meantime 
Steve took a truly different, if not bizarre, 
Storytelling approach to the “Rite of 
Spring.” and it’s all wrapped up in an 
exquisitely painted cover by John. We're 
realty sorry for the delay, but we 
definitely feel it's worth the wait. 

This month's “Abandoned Houses” is 
® tribute to DC’s mystery books, and 
specifically in our case, THE HOUSE OF 
SECRETS—the spawning ground of the 
very first SWAMP THING story by Len 
and Berni, appearing again this issue. 
We’re more than happy to include this 
all-time classic in our current continui- 
ty, and extra-special thanks to Ron 
Randall for doing a terrific job on the 
framing sequence. That's all for now, so 
Jet's get on to your letters—Karen 
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Dear Alan, Stephen, John, and anyone 
who has anything to do with... 

issues 21 to 26 of the THE SAGA OF 
THE SWAMP THING. They are, simply, 
the best run of stories in a regular-line 
comic that | have ever read. In my 
thirteen years of collecting comics, the 
only things ever called comic books that 
Jenjoyed more than these were the first 
five books of Frank Miller’s RONIN. And 
if | had read those six issues of THE 
SWAMP THING on the same quality 
paper that RONIN is printed on, | might 
‘even change my mind about that. 

When my fellow comic enthusiast, 
Stuart Afford; told me that issue #21 
‘was maybe the best comic that he had 
ever read, | was skeptical. The SWAMP 
THING? Just another man-within-the- 
monster story. Long before my third 
Straight reading of the story | realized 
how wrong | was. Alan Moore is one of 
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the best things to ever happen to 
comics. He is a writer. Period. SWAMP 
THING has evolved from “comic” book 
to literature. But not only is it literature, 
it's also Art. Art, that somehow 
manages to match Moore’s uncanny 
storytelling ability. Art, that so closely 
follows the nature of the stories’ action 
and narration that it’s...well, uncanny. 
| have just finished page 4 of issue 
#26, “...A Time of Running...” andl am 
about to call Stuart and thank him. | 
have been buying the SWAMP THING 
ever since #21, the first one that | ever 
read. These six issues have brought me 
ridiculous amounts of pleasure. | only 
got to page 4 of this latest issue before 
quivering with anticipatory joy. | could 
Not even wait until the end of this comic 
to write you and say, Thank You. 
Besides, had | waited, all | would have 
been able to say is...uncanny. 
David Quinter 
Bard College 
Annandale- on-Hudson 
NY 12504 
it’s rare that three people’s vision of a 
character is so alike, David, as in the 
case of Alan, Steve, and John. And it’s 
that similarity of warped minds (just 
kidding, guys, honest) that | feel is 
responsible for the “method behind the 
madness” of this book. 


ones 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Congratulations! | must say | am 
impressed. This is the first letter that | 
have ever written to a comic magazine 
and | feel you deserve all the praise that! 
can muster. This is not to say that your 
efforts haven't pleased me before, but 
the second installment of your Demon 
Trilogy just knocked me for a loop. 

Everything, from the magnificent 
artwork to the beautifully poetic 
dialogue for Etrigan, just seemed to leap 
off the pages into reality for me. The 
combination of these two characters 
(Swamp Thing and the Demon) is a 
perfect blend of science and mysticism. 
Of course, Swamp Thing has had 
experiences with the occult before, but 
none, | believe, equal the current 
storyline. | wish there were more words 
that | could use to describe how this 
Story affected me, but | suppose 
beautiful, superlative, stunning, and 
excellently written will have to do. 

To me this is the epitome of what 
comics should be, and | hope that this 
issue will be an example of more to 
come. It's things like this issue that 
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make all the waiting worthwhile. I could 
g0 on, but it would be redundant. All! 
can say is, congratulations again on an 
amazing piece of work. 
R.J. Jennings 
London, Ontario, Canada 
Being the recipient of a reader's first 
letter ever sent to a comic is always 
something special for us, R.J. Thanks. 
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Dear Swamp-folk, 

The SAGA (and it truly is a saga) OF 
THE SWAMP THING continues to be one 
of the best-produced comics on the 
market, and remains at the top in the 
Gothic, horror, or whatever genre it is 
considered to be a part of. 

The title is misleading, though. This 
book is not the saga of a swamp thing 
(although that is part of it), but it is more 
importantly the saga of those around 
him. it is the saga of Liz and Dennis; of 
Abby and Matt; of Paul (P-A-U-L); of 
Jason Woodrue; and the others. 

Ever since facing the truths of his 
existence, and burying the “Alec” in 
him, Swamp Thing has been the eye of a 
storm raging around him. He is at peace, 
but Abby, Matt, Jason Woodrue, and 
P-A-U-L are experiencing the madness 
(bad craziness?) of their own existences. 
In evidence: In issue #26 Swamp Thing 
appeared in only about 34 of the 
approximate 131 panels in the story. 
Alan Moore has created a truly delight- 
ful maelstrom of the lives of these 
people around him. 

And into these swirling storylines 
ventures the occasional “team-up.” 

Reader Tony Hartgrove writes asking 
for many more team-ups, giving a 
complete list of the ones he prefers, 
even wondering if Swamp Thing could 
meet with characters from other com- 
panies (from such thinking comes 
Superman-Spiderman books! Once 
considered impossible, but no more). 
Not wanting Tony Hartgrove to take 
offense, but | must heartily disagree. 

Initially my response to any team-up 
with other DC characters would be nix, 
nill, nope. | have strongly felt that 
continuity with the rest of the DC “uni- 
verse” should be of little importance 
when a comic of this quality has 
succeeded in creating its own universe. 

Meetings with the Floronic Man and 
the Demon have changed my thinking 
somewhat (one could hardly call the 
appearance of the JLA a team-up, since 
all they did was sit by and watch). These 
characters “fit” into the direction of this 


book and they have been handied 
superbly. But still, they are rare excep- 
tions. don’t want to see everybody who 
wears colored tights running through 
this magazine. They don’t belong. Other 
popular characters from the DC uni- 
verse shouldn't appear in these pages 
more than once or twice a year (andless 
than that wouldn't upset me). 
Well, thanks for loaning me the soap 
box, you can have it back now. 
Donaid G. Shelton 
601 S. Central Av. 
Nicholasville, KY 40356 
Point well taken, Donald, butas they say 
in. show biz, it's all in the plot and 
execution. We don’t have many team- 
ups planned, but in the case of the 
annual, the story would've been a whole 
lot different if not for the inclusion of the 
guest-stars. 
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Dear Karen and Company, 

| am now doing something | have 
never done before. i have bought comics 
because | enjoyed the art. | have bought 
comics because | loved the character or 
the storyline. | have even bought some 
comics as an investment. But | have 
never bought a comic on the basis of the 
author’s name. Until now. 

A recent notice in WARRIOR 
magazine alerted me to the fact that 
Ajian Moore had begun scripting 
SWAMP THING. | immediately bought 
the latest issue and the back-issues 
from #20. | haven't been disappointed. 
Alan Moore excels in two areas: his 
terse, poetic word-craft and his ability to 
breathe new life into stale (moldy?) 
characters. In short order he has re- 
interpreted the entire Swamp Thing 
saga, and yet has not violated any of the 
earlier issues. In the single opening 
page of #24 he has resurrected in mean 
awe which I haven't felt since | was a kid 
with a towel tied around my neck 
waiting for the mail carrier to bring me 
the latest creased copy of the JLA. And 
the Demon is finally being handled as if 
he were a demon indeed. Thanks for the 
wonder. 

Keep the innovations coming. Give us 
more Moore! 

Peace, 
H. Michael Brewer 
710 Western Reserve 
Crescent Springs, KY 41017 
As far as scheduled stories go, Alan has 
8 back-up feature in OMEGA MEN #26 
(May cover date) with art by Kevin 
O'Neill, and this year's SUPERMAN 
Annual (October cover date) with Dave 
Gibbons illustrating. 
He's also written four GREENLANTERN 
CORPs; two GREENARROWs, drawn by 
Klaus Janson; a two-part VIGILANTE; 
and a BATMAN guest-starring Clayface. 
As of this writing, none of the above is 
scheduled, but be sure to check for 
further announcements. And, oh, yes, 
Alan’‘s currently hard at work on a DC 
PRESENTS team-up with Superman 
and some big green plant guy. 


Dear Ms. Berger: 

SWAMP THING #26, if-nothing else, 
kept up the book's reputation as the 
weirdest one in the DC Universe. 

Alan Moore is trying to link the book 
up with the rest of the DC line justa little 
bit, as evidenced by the Justice 
League—Plant Master appearances; 
and now Jason Blood enters the picture. 
He belongs here, but he has been 
shuttled back and forth from character- 
ization to characterization since his 
creation that | doubt if he can ever truly 
graduate beyond the land of never-will- 
be, no matter how weil Stephen Bissette 
draws him (and, rest assured, he drew 
him viciously well; when he leaped thru 
the skylight on Page 21, | ducked). I'll 
reserve further judgment until the story 
concludes. Here’s hoping Alan Moore 
has heard of The Patchwork Man. 

Charles D. Brown 

39 Stockton St. 

Brentwood, NY 11717 

There’s most definitely been talk about 

doing a Patchwork Man story, Charles. 

But at this point he doesn't fit right into 

our upcoming developments. That's not 

to say we've forgotten about him, 
though. 
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Dear Karen: 

Upon reading SAGA OF THE SWAMP 
THING issues #24, 25, 26, and 27, |have 
the feeling that you shall be, dare | say, 
“swamped” with fan mail. As | sit here 
writing this letter, | can imagine you in 
your office, dwarfed by towers of letters, 
all of them favorable, Therefore, | shall 
make my letter brief and to the point. 

The scripting in the Demon Trilogy, 
particularly ish #26, is simply the best 
script | have seen in any comic book this 
year. 

Never, but never, has the Demon 
appeared more demonlike, not even in 
DETECTIVE #482, which was drawn by 
Golden/Giordano. | was, and still am, 
awestruck. 


For producing these great.comics, |! 
thank you. 

“Mike Souza 

Route 2 

Kenyon, Ri 02836 
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Dear Swampers: 

That name “Jason Blood" was stuck 
in-my mind after SWAMP THING #25, 
but I'm ashamed to admit that | still 
didn’t recognize Etrigan even after !saw 
him onthe cover of SWAMP THING #26. 
A better choice couldn’t have been 
made for a guest star, except maybe 
Deadman, especially with the direction 
you've been taking Muckmouth. And | 
love how that Demon rhymes! 

You're all doing an incredible job and! 
must say this whole Monkey King 
business has got me horrified. Page 18 
with that gruesome figure saying, 
“Mommy needn't know,” wiped me out. 
This is storytelling at its best. Whoever 
thought a mere comic book could be so 
powerful? 

I'm intrigued by recent developments 
with Matt Cable, but he deserves a 
happy ending eventually. 

My friend Matt Cable had better not 
wind up dead. 

Alan Moore, you're being watched by 
the eyes of Ugly Ed! 

| can’t compare with the Demon, | 
know, but I’m serious about Matt, guys. 
He couldn’t have died in that car. No 
way! 

SWAMP THING may be the most 
sophisticated comic book around. Don’t 
screw it up by introducing SWAMP 
SMURFI 

Ugly Ed Sudiow 
Fort Worth, TX 
Matt's situation will be revealed next 
issue, Ed. And by the way, hope it’s not 
too bold of me to ask, but are you really 
that ugly? 
porary 
Our space is up for now, people. So until 
next month, take care.—Karen 


Think mean. Think massive. Think mudslinging. 
Then imagine the biggest thing to ever roar off a 
model builder’s workbench. 

This is Swamp Monster. Nearly a foot long, with 
mammoth Goodyear Super Terra Grip tires that are 
344 inches of swamp rippin’ tread. And details like 
spark plug leads and brake hoses, made of real wire 
and vinyl tubing. Nasty stuff.So when the street life 


starts looking tame, start thinking dirty. 
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